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T- mobile digits web

By ExtremeTech Staff on January 7, 2002 at 12:58 pm this site can earn affiliate commissions from the links on this page. Conditions. Design web services for mobile devices? Check out this Microsoft whitepaper. It describes the components of Visual Studio .NET that support the development of mobile applications. It takes you step-by-step through application development, so that a single program performs the same way on
different devices, but uses the unique features of each. Whether you are building an application for the 3G iPhone in the United States or trying to figure out how to deliver health information via SMS (Short Message Service) to a rural community in Botswana, the mobile space is diverse and exciting in equal measure. It touches on more areas than you could throw a phone at: anthropology, appropriate technology, electronics,
programming, telecommunications, geography, literacy, gender and poverty to name a few. It's this diversity that makes it so exciting. But at the same time, it's the same diversity that presents us with many of our biggest challenges. In many ways, the mobile world - especially ict for development - is fragmented and often misunderstood. There are many reasons for this, but for now I am going to focus on one important aspect: mobile
phones and the digital divide. While developed markets are getting excited from the iPhone, N95, BlackBerry, 3G, WiMax and Android, in developing countries, most excitement revolves around the spread of mobile phones - all phones - in poorer rural, communications-starved areas and their potential to help close the digital divide. Handset giants such as Nokia and Motorola believe that mobile devices will close the digital divide in a
way that the PC never could. Industry bodies like the GSM Association are running their own Bridging the Digital Divide initiative, and international development organizations like USAID pump hundreds of millions of dollars into economic, health and educational initiatives based on mobile technology. With so many big names in question, what could go wrong? To answer this, I think we need to go back to basics and ask what we really
mean when we're talking about cell phones that help close the digital divide. Clearly, cell phones are relatively cheap (compared to personal or laptop computers, anyway). They are small and portable, have good battery life, provide direct voice communication, have at least sms functionality, and they have the potential to provide access to the Internet. Moreover, hundreds of millions of the poorest members of society own or have
access to it. No other two-way communication technology comes close. (Radio, which is a hugely relevant influential canal, is of course only one-way traffic). I have been fortunate enough to have spoken at numerous conferences, workshops and offices of companies in recent years about the use of mobile technology in international conservation and And it's something I really like to do. But the more I do, the more I see a widening of
knowledge, or consciousness, gap. In the West, when we talk about mobile phones that help close the digital divide, many people make a huge assumption about the technologies available to users in developing countries. We look at the mobile through rose-tinted glasses from the top of our ivory towers, through a western prism or lens of a 3G iPhone. Call it what you want. Think about it: Most of us have fancy phones (many own
two or three) and are endowed with pretty good network coverage to drive them. We can't just call, we can call. we can take good quality photos, edit and upload small videos to the web, find the nearest cinema, surf the web and play neat games, find out if friends are around and download neat bits of software. Our overall experience is generally a pleasant one. Why else would we want a phone? With cell phones able to do all this,
you would have thought their potential in developing countries would be obvious, right? Well, maybe. Or maybe not... Let's start by looking at one of the world's best-selling phones – perhaps surprisingly the Nokia 1100. Anyone who spent some time in a developing country recently would not have failed to notice the number of these around. The reason? They're Nokia (and people just seem to love Nokia), they're sturdy with a sealed
keyboard, have good battery life, the user interface is simple, and they're cheap (originally selling for about $40 new, for example, but now available for easily half of those in second-hand markets). They do everything the user wants: They can call and receive, they have an address book, they can send and receive text messages, and the built-in alarm is very popular. (During a recent trip to Kampala, my taxi driver told me with great
excitement how his alarm still sounds even when his phone is turned off.) These are the types of phones in the hands of many people in the very rural areas where we use the mobile as the tool to help close the digital divide. Things are slowly changing, but slow is the key word here. The problem is that the Nokia 1100, as with many of the low-end handsets found in markets and stores in developing countries, has no browser of any
kind and does not support GPRS (General Packet Radio Service) or any other form of data transfer. Access to the Internet? Dream on. But this is not the only problem. Network coverage in many rural areas lacks data support, even if the phones did, although this is changing. are also issues of language and content, but, more importantly, costs. Someone with little extra income doesn't want to spend a great deal of scratching around
the web to find what he or she is looking for. In many countries, GPRS pricing models are confusing at best. While an SMS carries a fixed cost, calculating how many kilobytes of data are part of a web page is a person's guess. The chance at the bottom of the pyramid is is and handset manufacturers and network providers are working hard to fill it with phones. For them, the main problem is cost, because that is the most important
thing for their customer. And if this means providing cropped handsets at the lowest possible prices, then so be it. This current reality sees many of these phones without GPRS, no browser, no Java, no camera, no color screen – the technologies that are the linchpin of our plans to promote the mobile phone as the tool to help close the digital divide. So, if we're serious about using mobile to help some of society's poorest members,
what about to lead international development finance toward providing a subsidized, fully internet-ready handset for emerging markets? (It's been tried before, but lacked coordination.) Aid donors already provide funds to the network operators. In the Democratic Republic of Congo, Madagascar, Malawi, Sierra Leone and Uganda, for example, the International Finance Corporation (a branch of the World Bank) provided US$320 to
Celtel to help expand and upgrade its mobile networks. Network coverage, as important as it is, is only part of the equation. From the perspective of the digital divide, who is addressing the handset problem differently than companies responding to market forces (which I've already argued are often more fixed on price)? During an interview last year with the BBC, I noted, Voice is still the killer app in many developing countries. Data's
going to catch up for a long time. I still believe this is true, but things are starting to change. As often happens, the most exciting change will come from within. In some of the more encouraging moves of late, the increasing visibility (and size) of the developer community in places like Kenya is hugely welcome and important. This is where real progress will be made and probably where the potential for mobile phones to help solve
problems of the digital divide will finally be realized. Ken Banks devotes himself to the application of mobile technology for positive social and environmental change in the developing world, and has spent the past 15 years working on projects in Africa. Recently, his research resulted in the development of FrontlineSMS, a field communication system designed to strengthen non-profit-making organizations. Ken graduated from the
University of Sussex with honors in social anthropology with Development Studies and currently shares his time between Cambridge (UK) and Stanford University in California on a MacArthur Foundation-funded Fellowship.Further details of Ken's broader work are available on his website. Note: When you buy something after you click on links in our we can earn a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details. Forget
Good Housekeeping for a moment. Let's do some Digital Housekeeping.According to the mobile intelligence app developer Delvv, most of us are hanging out with some nasty annoying on our phones and tablets. We ignore them in the hope that they will disappear. They don't. In fact, the company found that about 85% of us put up with 20 or more notifications per day. That's crazy. Raefer Gabriel, the CEO of Delvv, told me some
good tips to start the year. He explained them so succinctly, I just quote his tips literally. If you don't put all your needed apps on two screens, you probably have too many apps. First, put the apps you start most often on the Start screen. Then, where possible, remove bloatware, the unwanted apps pre-installed on your phone (for example, Apple Keynote, Motorola Connect, or anything else you'll never use and not locked by the
manufacturer). Finally, place less frequently used, but still valuable, apps in folders. Limit yourself to two screens at all times. If an app is constantly nudging and annoying you, ask yourself: what's the worst thing that can happen if I don't get this notification? If the effects are minimal, lock the app. Keep in mind that many mobile apps only make money if they can let you spend time in the app. While you probably want to know right
away about new text messages, instant messages, and maybe emails, other notifications aren't necessarily to your advantage and you'll deactivate notifications per app in both iOS and Android.. There are plenty of different email organization schemes, but they all have one thing in common: they last longer on a cell phone. Let's say you prefer to leave to-do items in your inbox and move all complete items to folders. Doing this on a
5.5 x 2.5-inch screen is not efficient. In a desktop email client like Outlook, you quickly organize your emails by sender and drag them to the right folder, or even better, set and manage filters and rules. The way Alice got lost in a rabbit hole, smartphone users seem to get lost in endless 'click holes'. Our phones train us to jump from app to app, website to website, binging on content we don't really need. Connect the clickhole by
purging the apps that amplify this behavior. What if you're a news junkie? Instead of collecting news apps, choose one news aggregator or two to three apps that meet all your needs. If shopping is your clickhole, you should do the same - limit your shopping apps to a maximum of three.' If you need to email something to yourself or manually re-enter data on your computer, you're doing something wrong. By syncing browsers, to-do
lists, calendars, and cloud storage across all your devices, you can save yourself the hassle of finding, re-entering, and reorganizing data.
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